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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
03/14/08 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7,8 and 19-29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. In line 2, Applicant cites "to be controlled by an apparatus" and subsequently in 
line 4, Applicant cites "a controlling apparatus". It is unclear whether this is the same 
apparatus. In order to further expedite prosecution, Examiner will assume Applicant is 
referring to the same apparatus here. 

5. Claims 8 has the same indefiniteness issue as claim 7. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 7, 8 and 19-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by US Pat. No. 2003/0184784 to Ferlitsch. 

8. Per claim 7, Ferlitsch discloses a control system (figs. 2 and 4) comprising: an 
apparatus (fig. 2, item 42, local computer system) to be controlled by an apparatus (fig. 
2, item 46 and paragraph 57 discloses it being a server) to which identification 
information (fig. 3, driver information) for identifying a specification of the apparatus to 
be controlled is transmitted (paragraph 40, dynamically linkable objects are 
specifications related to the printer instruction interface, user interface, printer 
application, etc); and a controlling apparatus (fig. 2, item 46) for controlling the 
apparatus to be controlled on the basis of the identification information (paragraph 39, 
". . .an identification and association of the dynamically linkable objects enables a 
dynamic change by adding or subtracting linkable objects), the apparatus to be 
controlled (fig. 4A, item 60) including a processor (fig. 4A, item 65) capable of 
performing the operations of: detecting a change in a specification for a device attached 
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(fig. 2, item 44 is the printer device that is attached via the network to the computer, 
item 42) to the apparatus to be controlled (paragraph 46, the main entry object 
determines/detects when the driver needs to be updated, e.g., the printer user interface 
has new features that require a dynamically linkable object in order to run); obtaining, 
from a memory (driver/object information intrinsically stored on a memory), changed 
identification information which is modified with the specification of the attached device 
for identifying the specification of the apparatus to be controlled (paragraph 46, the main 
entry object determines that the driver is to be updated and the new features are the 
upgraded modified version of the driver downloaded from the printer driver source fig. 2, 
item 46); and transmitting the changed identification information from the apparatus to 
be controlled to the controlling apparatus (paragraph 46, a request is made, based on 
what is to be updated, from the computer device, fig. 2, item 42 to the printer driver 
source, fig. 2, item 46). 

9. Per claim 8, claim 7 is substantially similar and therefore the rejection is applied 
accordingly. Per claim 8, the connection unit is shown in fig. 4A, item 67 of Ferlitsch. 
The processor, fig. 4A, item 65 handles the central control of the computer device. 

10. Per claim 19, claim 7 is substantially similar and therefore the rejection is applied 
accordingly. 

1 1 . Per claim 20, Ferlitsch discloses claim 19, Ferlitsch further discloses the attached 
device (printer) has firmware that can be updatable (paragraph 55, spooler program is 
something that can be updatable). 
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12. Per claim 21 , Ferlitsch discloses claim 20, Ferlitsch further discloses the change 
in specification for the attached device is a change in attachment status for the attached 
device relative to the apparatus to be controlled (paragraph 39 discloses the subtraction 
of certain functions, services, features, and/or components e.g., if aforementioned do 
not have operational status anymore). 

13. Per claim 22, Ferlitsch discloses claim 19, Ferlitsch further disclosing obtaining 
from the memory a selected one of a plurality of pieces of information (fig. 3, 
dynamically linkable object is one of a plurality), the selected one of the plural pieces of 
information corresponding to the changed identification information which is 
representative of the combination of the apparatus to be controlled and the attached 
device with the changed specification (paragraph 38, main object is constant, 
representative of at least of the aspect of the computer device in how it load and 
unloads dynamically linkable objections, paragraph 39, and some of the dynamically 
linkable objects are represent the functionality of the attached device, e.g., printer). 

14. Per claims 23-29, claims 19-22 are substantially similar and therefore the 
rejections are applied accordingly. The computer device intrinsically can be attached to 
a local printer via serial or parallel ports and as shown in figs. 2 and 4A, there is at 
minimum an Ethernet connector to communicate with the network. 

Contact Information 

1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan S. Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4143. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq R. Hafiz can be reached on 571-272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Alan S Chen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2182 
06/01/08 



